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Interagency PSD Operator
Annual Recertification Training Form

Suggested Time
2 hours.

Training Aids
Premo Mark III- plastic sphere dispenser


Current Interagency Aerial Ignition Guide (IAIG).

Objectives
Each PSD Operator shall review the applicable sections of the Interagency Aerial Ignition Guide as well as agency-specific guidance and direction.  Complete items 1-6 in chapters II and IV.A and the PLDO will have fulfilled the annual refresher requirement.


Document annual recertification.

Student’s Name  


Date  


Location of Training  

Instructor  

A.
PLDO will complete the pre-use bench test.

PART I - BENCH TEST

1. 
Properly examine machine prior to firing

2.

Check fuses
3. 
Check glycol level and emergency water

4. 
Checked needles

5. 
Rotated manual assist

6.

Checked power and rotation of manual assist (arrow)
7. 
Briefed with burn boss

8. 
Gave proper responses

9. 
Clear communication (concise)

10. 
Remained calm

11. 
Handled malfunctions (comments)

12. 
Secured machine properly
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B.
Emergency Procedures (to be memorized and relayed back to certifier)

1.

Operator closes chute feed handles.

2.

Operator notifies pilot of problem and gives brief explanation.

3.

If machine continues to operate, operator assesses situation.

4.

If problem is a jammed machine, w/NO FIRE, operator pulls manual assist wheel outward and rotates forward then backward until spheres have cleared machine.  When obstruction is cleared, operator checks and or resets circuit breakers; operator continues communication with pilot.

5.

If “FIRE IS PRESENT,” operator pushes red button (emergency water) and holds button depressed for up to 30 seconds.  If power is off, operator uses the required 1-gallon canteen to extinguish fire by pouring water into the hopper.  Make sure the fire is out.  Pilot is to land at nearest possible site.

6.

If fire proves uncontrollable, operator notifies pilot and then jettisons the machine (unless it occurs over a congested area).  If fire is present in the machine itself, operator then cuts the retaining strap between the buckle and the door, grasps dispenser, and pushes it out of the aircraft.
C.
Verbal Commands – In flight (to be memorized and relayed back to certifier)

1. 
Burn boss/Ignition Specialist communicates to PLDO location boundaries of burn unit and states, “Prepare to fire.”

2. 
PLDO responds, after machine is ready, “Ready to fire.”

3. 
Burn boss communicates to PLDO to “start firing/number of chutes/machine speed.”

4. 
PLDO responds, “Firing # of chutes and speed.”

5. 
Burn boss states, “Prepare to stop firing.”  PLDO has hand on chutes and states, “Ready to stop.”

6. 
Burn boss states, “Stop firing.”

7. 
PLDO states, “Chutes closed.”   ***   PLDO waits until spheres stopped dropping and states, “Machine clear.”

D.  
Personal Protective/Emergency Equipment (certifier asks operator to recite)

1.

SPH 4-5 flight helmet
2.

Nomex flight suit or Nomex shirt and trousers 
3.

Nomex flight gloves or other approved (leather, etc.)

4.

Eight-inch top leather boots (boot tops covered by Nomex)
5.

Full body harness and tether (inspect harness/tether before each use)
6.

Seatbelt cutter – located within reach of operator
7.

One-gallon canteen – located within reach of operator
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